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XXIH.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
23. ‘The Auk.’ 


[‘The Auk,’ a Quarterly Journal of Ornithology. Continuation of 
the ‘Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club® Vol. I. No. 1. 
January 1884. Boston, Mass. ] 

In our last Number (p. 60) we called attention to the 
inauguration of the American Ornithologists’ Union, and we 
have now before us a copy of the first number of their 
new organ, which is called ‘ The Auk.’ 

It is not for us to criticize the wisdom of this title, 
although, in reply to the Shakesperian question “ What’s in 
a name?” we might say that there is a good deal in its 
appropriateness, or the reverse. But the reasons for its 
adoption are given; and we cordially desire for the new 
periodical a better fate than that which has befallen the 
most distinguished member of the family Alcide. 

The first contribution is by Mr. C. B. Cory, who describes 
several new birds from the Island of San Domingo. In 
the Sylvicolide he institutes a new genus Ligea (scr. Ligia, 
the derivation being apparently Aíyera), the type being 
Ligea palustris, sp. n., which is described and figured. 
Hirundo sclateri, sp. n., is distinguished by its larger size, 
more slender bill, and blue forehead from H. euchrysea of 
Jamaica. In the Tanagride, Phenicophilus frugivorus, re- 
cently described as new (Journ. Bost. Zool. Soc. ii. p. 45), 
is made the type of a distinct genus, Calyptophilus; also 
Rupornis ridgwayi and Cidicnemus dominicensis (tom. cit. 
p. 46) are redescribed. 

The Notes on the birds of the Lower Uruguay are con- 
tinued from the ‘ Nuttall Bulletin’ by Mr. W. B. Barrows. 
There arc several other papers of intcrest ; Professor Augustus 
C. Merriam’s criticisms on the Coues Lexicon of North 
American Birds, and Professor Elliott Coues’s reply, entitled 
‘Ornithophilo logicalities,’ are very amusing as far as they 
go; and a continuation of these scientific amenities is pro- 
mised. 

At the first congress of the American Ornithologists’ Union 
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held in New York city last September, a Committee was 
appointed to investigate the subject of migration of birds in 
the United States and British North America. The plan of 
the work and instructions to collaborators are set forth at 
considerable length ; and if the response to the invitation is as 
cordial as may fairly be anticipated, the scheme of registered 
observations already commenced and so ably carried out by 
the Committee appointed by the British Association will 
find valued coadjutors in the New World. The Chairman 
of the American Committee is Dr. C. Hart Merriam. 


24. Blasius on Birds from Ecuador. 

[Ueber wahrscheinlich schon yon den eingeborenen Sammilern und 
Jagern ausgeführte Fiilschungen von Vogelbiilgen aus Ecuador. Von 
Prof. Dr. Wilh. Blasius. Verh. f. Naturw. z. Braunschweig, iii. Jahresb. 
f. 1881-82 u. 1882-83, p. 68. ] 

The author remarks upon the fraudulent manufacture of 
specimens by native and other collectors in different parts 
of the world, especially in South America, and mentions 
sixteen specimens from Ecuador which he believes to have 
been made up with feathers of other birds. 


25. Blasius on Birds from Java. 

[Ueber eine kleine Sammlung von Vögeln aus Java. Von Prof. Dr. 
Wilh. Blasius. Verh, f. Naturw. z. Braunschweig, iii. Jahresb, f. 1881- 
82 u. 1882-83, p. 7] 

Herr Grabowsky, who, as our readers will recollect, has 
recently made a collection in the south-eastern portion of 
Borneo (cf. ‘Ibis,’ 1883, p. 563), has extended his excursions 
to Java, whence he has sent a small number of birds in 
spirits to the Brunswick Museum. The species, nine in 
number, are elaborately described by Prof. Blasius. 


26. Blasius on the Great Auk. 


(Ueber die letzten Vorkomnisse des Riesen-Alks (Alca impennis) und 
die in Braunschweig und an anderen Orten befindlichen Exemplare dieser 
Art. Von Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Blasius. Verh. f. Naturw. z. Braunschweig, 
iii. Jahresb. f. 1881-82 u. 1882-83, p. 89.] 
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The literature relating to the above-named species is noticed 
at considerable length, and details are given of a specimen 
which has recently come to light in Brunswick. In an 
alphabetical list Prof. Blasius enumerates the examples the 
existence of which is known to him, 74 in number. To these 
may be added a hitherto unrecorded specimen belonging to the 
Duke of Roxburghe, at Floors Castle, described and exhibited 
before the Royal Physical Society of Edinburgh on the 18th 
of April 1883. The eggs of the Great Auk are also noticed. 


27. Collett on three additions to the Norwegian Avifauna. 


[Ardetta minuta (Linn.), Sterna cantiaca, Gmel., og Larus minutus, 
Pall., nye for Norges Fauna. Af Robert Collett. Vid~-Selsk. Forh. 
1883, no. 15.] 

Examples of Ardetta minuta, Sterna cantiaca, and Larus 
minutus occurred in Norway, the first two in July 1883, and 
the last-named in October 1882, and are now in the Uni- 
versity Museum of Copenhagen. Full particulars are given 
by Mr. Collett. 


28. Coppinger’s Cruise of the ‘Alert.’ 


[Cruise of the ‘Alert.’ Four Years in Patagonian, Polynesian, and 
Mascarene Waters, (1878-82.) By R. W. Coppinger, M.D., Staff- 
Surgeon Royal Navy, C.M.Z.S. London: 1883. 1 vol. 8vo.] 

No naturalist should omit to look through Dr. Coppinger’s 
narrative of the Cruise of the ‘ Alert, which is full of in- 
teresting information on every branch of natural history. 
Most of the time was spent in Patagonian waters ; but many 
details are also given about the seldom-visited coral-reefs 
between the Seychelles and Madagascar, which were taken on 
the return home. 

The ornithologist will read with pleasure the many episodes 
on bird-life interspersed throughout the volume, which relate 
to both land and marine species (see pp. 56, 87, 106, 207, 
224, and 238). The supposed species of Upucerthia, of which 
the very curious burrowing habits are described at p. 142, is, 
we suppose, Geositta cunicularia. It would be desirable, 
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however, to have this underground traveller positively iden- 
tified, if there are specimens of it in the British Museum. 

With regard to the Gulls observed in the Straits of Ma- 
gellan, Dr. Coppinger makes some statements which are 
entirely at variance with the experience of every other ob- 
server, and also with the evidence to be derived from care- 
fully sexed specimens, as weli as general analogy. He states 
(p. 60) that the female of Larus dominicanus is brown, and 
that she pursues and robs the “black-backed (male) bird,” 
as a Skua might do; also that, in the immature Dominican 
Gulls, the colour of the mandibles is “ green, instead of 
orange as in the males, and black as in the females.” The 
brown pursuing bird may have been a ravenous young one 
secking food from the adult, as young Gulls will often do, 
or it may have actually been a Skua (Stercorarius chilensis) ; 
but there is no such sexual difference in plumage between 
the adults of L. dominicanus or of any other known Gull; 
nor have we ever seen, out of a hundred specimens, a young 
one with green mandibles. 


29. Doering on the Birds of the Rio Negro of Patagonia. 

[Informe Oficial de la Comision Científica agregada al Estado Mayor 
General de la Expedicion al Rio Negro (Patagonia), realizada en los 
meses de Abril, Mayo, y Junio de 1879, bajo las ordenes del General D. 
Julio A. Roca. Entrega I. Zoologia. Por el Dr. D. Adolfo Doering, 
con la colaboracion del Dr. D. Carlos Berg, y de D. Eduardo L. Holm- 
berg. Buenos Aires: 1881.] 

In 1879 the Argentine Government despatched an expe- 
dition to the Rio Negro of Patagonia under the command of 
General Roca, to stop the inroads of the marauding Indians. 
A scientific Commission was sent in their company, consist- 
ing of Dr. P. G. Lorentz, assisted by G. Niederlein, for 
Botany, aud Dr. Doering, assisted by F. Schulz, of the Mu- 
seum of Cordoba, for zoology and geology. The report on 
the birds obtained during the expedition, and the gencral 
observations on the fauna of the territory annexed, are from 
the pen of Dr. Doering, and both essays contain much in- 
teresting matter. The new territory is divided zoologically 
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‘into four divisions—the Southern Pampas, the inter-riverine 
region (i.e. between the Rio Colorado and the Rio Negro 
and Rio Neuquen), the central mountain-range, and the 
eastern slope. The first two of these are discussed at full 
length and their peculiar animals are descanted upon; but 
the third and fourth regions were not touched upon by the 
expedition, and are in fact almost unexplored. The birds 
enumerated in the report are 110 in number, most of which 
are well-known Patagonian species. Dr. Doering contends 
that the Synallaxis orbignii of Sclater’s synopsis (P. Z. S. 
1879, p. 621) is the true S. flavigularis, Gould, and ought to 
bear that name. A map of the territory traversed and 
described in the Report would have much facilitated the 
understanding of it. 


30. Dybowski’s additional Remarks on the Siberian Puffins. 


[Quelques remarques supplémentaires sur les Mormonidés, Par Je Dr. 
Bénoit Dybowski. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1883, p. 548. ] 


These are supplementary to the paper noticed, ‘Ibis,’ 1883, 
p. 566, and relate principally to the winter dresses of the 
different species. 


31. Dybowski’s Notes on the Birds of Kamtschatka. 


[Remarques sur les Oiseaux du Kamtschatka et des iles Comandores, 
Par le Dr. Bénoit Dybowski. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1883, p. 351.] 


These are mostly field-notes on Kamischatkan birds. Astur 
candidissimus, described as a new species, is apparently a white 
form of A. atricapillus, which is a permanent resident in the 
country, and feeds on the Ptarmigan in the winter. Hirundo 
kamtschatica and Phyllopseuste homeyeri are also described 
as new species, together with two new subspecies of Corvus 
corax—C, corax kamtschaticus and C. corax bericyianus. 


32. Godman and Salvin’s ‘ Biologia Centrali- Americana,’ 


[Biologia Centrali-Americana; or, Contributions to the Knowledge of 
the Fauna and Flora of Mexico and Central America. Edited by F, 
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DuCane Godman and Osbert Salvin. (Zoology.) Parts xxvi. and xxvii. 
4to. London: 1883. Published for the Editors by R. H. Porter, 
10 Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W. | 

The 26th part of this important work continues the Birds, 
and contains the Ceerebide and the commencement of the 
Tanagride. Of the former family 11 species are included in 
the Central-American avifauna—one, Dacnis viguieri, being 
now described and figured for the first time from Oustalet’s 
MS. The type of this well-marked species in the Paris 
Museum was obtained on the Gulf of Darien in 1877 by 
Dr. Viguier. Of the Tanagride the genera Chlorophonia 
and Euphonia and the first seven species of Calliste are 
treated of. Chlorophonia cyanodorsalis of Dubois we look 
upon as a very questionable species: the type, after which 
Sclater has made special inquiries, is no longer in the Brussels 
Museum, if it ever was there; and no one knows what has 
become of it. Besides Dacnis viguieri already mentioned, 
the present number of the ‘ Biologia’ contains excellent figures 
of both sexes of Diglossa plumbea, also of Certhiola caboti, 
Euphonie luteicapilla, fulvicrissa, and gracilis, Calliste florida, 
and Pyranga erythrocephala. 

The 27th part continues the account of the Central- 
American Tanagridz into the genus Tachyphonus. Pyranga 
Jiglina is described as a new species of the “ hepatica” group. 
The type is from British Honduras. Phenicothraupis rhodi- 
nolema, a new form of the “rubica”’ group from Ecuador, is 
described in a footnote. We are not sure that it is laudable 
to give descriptions of new birds of one country in a work 
relating to another, although there are precedents for this 
practice. Lanio leucothorax melanopygius of Ridgway is 
elevated to specific rank as L. melanopygius ; it is a southern 
representative of L. leucothorax. Figures are given of 
Rhamphocelus passerinii, R. uropygialis, Pyranga testacea 
8 et $, Chlorothraupis carmioli, Eucometis spodocephala, 
Tachyphonus chrysomelas and T. nitidissimus (both sexes). 


33. Gould’s ‘ Birds of New Guinea.’ 


[The Birds of New Guinea and the adjacent Papuan Islands, including 
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any new species that may be discovered in Australia. By [the late] John 
Gould, F.R.S. &c. Part XV. Folio. London: 1888. ] 


The fifteenth part of this work contains illustrations of 
the following species :— 


Ninox forbesi. Drymacedus beccarii, 
Eos reticulata. Ptilopus wallacei. 
Sericornis beccarii. Calornis crassa. 

arfakiana, Rhipidura hamadryas. 
Lalage mæsta. fusco-rufa. 
Dicæum fulgidum. Pachycephala arctitorquis. 


Myzomela annabellæ. 


Except the Eos, the two species of Sericornis, and Dry- 
maædus, these are all novelties from Mr. H. O. Forbes’s 
recent visit to the Tenimber group, and figured from his 
specimens. os reticulata is also figured from his spe- 
cimens; but it might have been mentioned that there is 
a fine specimen of this Lory now alive in the Zoological 
Society’s Gardens. 


34. Jullien on the Anatomy of Aptenodytes. 


[Remarques sur Anatomie de |’ Aptenodytes patagonica, Gm. Par le 
Dr. Jules Jullien. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1882, p. 374.] 


A description of the internal anatomy of the King Pen- 
guins (from a specimen that died in the Jardin d’Acclima- 
tation), illustrated by two plates. 


35. Maingonnat on a new Species of Argus. 


[Lettre de M. Maingonnat, Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1882, Procès- 
verb. p. xxv.] 


M. Maingonnat’s letter, read at the Meeting of the Soc. 
Zool. de France, describes Rheinardius ocellatus (cf. Ibis, 
1883, p. 107) under the name Argus rheinardi. 


36. Oustalet’s Ornithological Notes. 


[Notes d’Ornithologie (8° série). Par M. E. Oustalet. Bull. Soc. 
Philom. sér. 7, vi. p. 254 (1882). ] 


M. Oustalet describes some recent acquisitions of the 
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Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle in the Class of Birds, and 
speaks first of the remarkable new Gallinaceous form (allied 
to Argus) Rheinardius ocellatus, of which two mounted ex- 
amples are now in the gallery at Paris. The exact locality 
of this species has now been ascertained to be “ Buih Dinh,” 
a hundred leagues south of the Huéin Tonquin. Of Merops 
revoilit, another discovery of M. Oustalet, we have already 
spoken in our notice of Révoil’s collections in Somali-land 
(Ibis, 1883, p. 107). M. Oustalet observes that the figure 
of the bird there given is defective in several particulars. 
Next M. Oustalet proceeds to speak of several interesting 
species of which examples are in the ornithological collections 
made by M. Marche in the Philippines—Pitta kochi (of 
which the young plumage is described), Æthopygu flagrans, 
and Polyplectron emphanes, all from the island of Luzon. A 
list is then given of the 63 species represented in a collection 
sent to the Museum by Dr. Harmand, Consul of France at 
Bangkok. Lastly the author enumerates the 14 species re- 
presented in a collection lately brought by Dr. Verneau from 
the Canaries, amongst which is an example of the Shrike 
locally known as “(Aleairon’’ (? Aleaudon, the common 
Spanish name for any Shrike), which some previous authors 
have referred to Lanius excubitor, others to L. algeriensis. 
M. Oustalet states that this bird is astonishingly like L. ludo- 
vicianus of North America, and, in fact, only distinguishable 
by its rather stronger bill ! 


37. Ramsay on the Zoology of New Guinea. 

[Contributions to the Zoology of New Guinea. By E. P. Ramsay, 
RIRS Xe Proc Linn. Soc: N. 8. Weevil. pans. | 

Mr. Ramsay’s eighth contribution to this engrossing sub- 
ject (read January 31st, 1883, and published June 19th) is 
based upon “large and important collections” from the 
slopes of the Astrolabe range inland from Port Moresby, and 
is of special interest, as showing that as we ascend to a higher 
elevation in this part of New Guinea we meet with species 
previously known only from Mount Arfak, such as Grallina 
bruijnii, Diphyllodes chrysopterus, Phlogenas rufigula, and 
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Ptilopus bellus. The following birds are described as new :— 
Pecilodryas sylvia, Myzomela eques, Eurostopodus astrolabe, 
Ægotheles (?) plumifera, Paradisea susanne, Rhamphomantis 
rollesi, Sittella albifrons, and Æluraædus melanocephalus, all, 
apparently, from the Astrolabe range, except the Paradisea, 
which is our old friend Paradisea decora (Ibis, 1883, p. 199, 
pl. viii.) from D’Entrecasteaux Islands. There are likewise 
some brilliant novelties in eggs described, such as those of 
Manucodia atra, Paradisea raggiana,and Drepanornis albertisi. 
In the last case Mr. Hunstein is stated to have shot the female 
on the nest. The egg is “of a light dull cream-colour, with 
a reddish tinge, spotted all over with oblong dashes of reddish 
brown and light purplish grey, closer on the thick end.” 


38. Sharpe on the Progress of Ornithology in 1882. 


[Zoological Record for 1882. Aves. By R. Bowdler Sharpe, F.LS., 
F.Z.S., &e. London: 1883.] 


The task of preparing the section “ Aves ” of our ‘ Zoolo- 
gical Record, which for five consecutive years had been 
fulfilled by Saunders, has been undertaken for 1882 by 
Mr. Sharpe, whose industry seems never to fail when orni- 
thological work of any kind is required to be done. We have 
every reason to be satisfied with its completeness. Occasional 
misprints (alas! we know it too well) are unavoidable ; but 
on turning over the record of birds, more, we think we must 
say, have met our eyes than should have escaped careful 
supervision. 

But what has much interested us is the “ arrangement ” 
adopted for the first time in the present ‘ Record,’ which is 
“ based upon the British Museum Catalogue of Birds.” Asit 
is understood that the great bird-gallery of the new Natural- 
History Museum will be set in order upon the same system; 
this “arrangement” becomes a matter of primary impor- 
tance, and we must ask our friend to forgive us if we in- 
dulge in a few criticisms upon it. So far as they are given 
here, the principal divisions adopted run in the following 
order :—Accipitres, Passeriformes, Picarize, Psittaci, Columb, 
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Galline, Geranomorphe, Limicole, Gavie, Tubinares, He- 
rodiones, Stenagopodes, Anseres, Pygopodes, Impennes, 
Crypturi, and Ratite. This, we suppose, is a kind of com- 
promise between the old Grayian system and the new scheme 
based upon Huxley’s ideas lately put forward in ‘ The Ibis’ 
and elsewhere. Now, as we all know, it is impossible to 
express the complications of natural affinities in a linear 
series; but we do not see that the transfer of the three (obvi- 
ously allied) orders Herodiones, Steganopodes, and Anseres to 
the lower position here assigned to them from that given to 
them in the system just alluded to possesses any advantages. 
At the same time it entirely destroys the symmetry of the 
great Schizognathine series, into the middle of which these 
Desmognathe are thus thrust. 

Again, we cannot understand Mr. Sharpe’s reasons for ° 
rejecting the old-fashioned Linnean term Passeres, now 
generally in use for the mighty army of “small birds.” The 
“ Passeriformes ” of Garrod and Forbes contain half the 
families placed by Mr. Sharpe in the “ Picarie,” the other 
half of the Picarians being designated “ Piciformes” +. It is 
quite a new and erroneous employment of the term “ Passeri- 
formes ” to use it as an equivalent to Passeres. We trust, 
therefore, that this very obvious error will not be persisted in. 

Mr. Sharpe does not, in the present arrangement, give 
any subdivisions of his Passeriformes, 7. e. Passeres. But as 
he puts the non-Oscinine families at the end, we suppose 
that he recognizes the value of the great discoveries of Johann 
Müller as regards the variation of the Passerine organs of 
voice. Such being the case, it is manifestly incorrect to 
place the Tyrannide between the Dendrocolaptide and the 
Formicariide. The two last-named groups and the nearly 
allied Pteroptochide are the only known families of birds 
that possess the very singular structure of the lower larynx 
denominated by Müller “ tracheophonine,”’ and must be kept 
-ogether by all those who in any way recognize the employ- 
ment of the variations of laryngal structure in the classifi- 
cation of the Passeres. 

* See P. Z. S. 1874, p. 215, 


Recently published Ornithological Works. 213 


As regards the typical Oscines, they are all so nearly allied 
that the particular order selected is perhaps hardly material. 
But it is obvious that the families with nine primaries only 
and those with the first (or outermost) nearly aborted present 
an extreme modification of the avian type. They should 
therefore be either first or last, and not in the middle of the 
ten-primaried Oscines, as is effected by commencing with the 
Crows and ending with the Starlings. 

In conclusion, we are glad to see that Cinclus is no longer 
to be left as a genus of Troglodytine, and that the Myiades- 
tide, Pycnonotidee, and Mimide are divorced from their 
unnatural association with the Timeliide. But we regret to 
see that, although we believe Mr. Sharpe has now been con- 
vinced not to put his trust in “ chin-angles,” the “ Priono- 
pide ” still remain as a family, instead of being dispersed 
into the various elements of which this mongrel group was 
originally composed. 


39. Shufeldt on the Osteology of Podasocys montanus. 


[Observations upon the Osteology of Podasocys montanus. By R. W. 
Shufeldt, M.D. Journ, Anat. & Phys. vol. xviii. p. 86.] 

Dr. Shufeldt gives us here one of his excellent essays upon 
avian osteology. Podasocys montanus is a rare mountain 
Plover, of which skeletons were obtained from specimens 
collected on the arid plains of Wyoming in 1879. Except 
in the form of the lacrymal, and in the relative size of the 
ossified prefrontal processes of the ethmoid, the osseous 
structure of this Plover differs in no essential particular from 
that of Charadrius. | 


40. Taczanowski’s Second List of Birds from Kamtschatka. 


[Liste supplémentaire des Oiseaux recueillis par le Dr. Dybowski au 
Kamtschatka et aux îles Comandores. Par L. Taczanowski. Bull. Soc. 
Zool. France, 1883, p. 329.] 

This is a continuation of the former paper (cf. Ibis, 1883, 
p. 575), and enumerates 67 species, making the total number 
of Kamtschatkan species obtained by Dybowski 134, and 
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raising the number of East-Siberian birds enumerated by the 
author in his various papers to about 462. Detailed descrip- 
tions are given of Tetrao camtschaticus, Kittlitz, a form nearly 
allied to Tetrao urogallvides, Midd., aud Colymbus adamsi 
is shown to be perfectly distinct from C. glacialis. The new 
name Pecilia macrura is given to the form from Baikal pre- 
viously described in the ‘ Bulletin’ of 1882 as P. borealis. 


XXIV.—Letiers, Announcements, &c. 


We have reccived the following letters addressed to the 

Editors of ‘The Ibis ? — 
Florence, Feb. 21, 1884. 

Sirs,—With regard to the Coccyzus americanus shot near 
Turin, and mentioned in my former letter (Ibis, 1884, p. 115), 
I am glad to say that my friend Prof. Giglioli, acting with cha- 
racteristic energy and promptitude, has succeeded in rescuing 
it from the unworthy use to which it had been put, and that it 
now forms an important addition to his most interesting and 
complete collection of Italian birds. He has also added to 
the collection another nearly adult specimen of Porphyrio 
alleni, which was killed near Modica, in the south-east of 
Sicily, Dee. 1881. This makes the third Italian-killed 
specimen of this species actually in existence, the other two 
having been procured in the marsh of Massaciuccoli, between 
Pisa and Viareggio. One of these, nearly adult, is im the 
Museum of Florence; the other, much younger, in that of 
Pisa*, 

I am &c., 
E. Cavenpvisu TAYLOR. 


Zoological Museum, Turin, 
March 10, 1884, 


Srrs,—Our latest authority on the Turdide, Mr. Secbohm, 
in the fifth volume of the Catalogue of Birds in the British 


"» It may be remembered that there is an immature example of this 
species in the Museum of Madrid, obtained by Don Angel Guirao, near 
the Mar menor in South-eastern Spain, in the autumn of 1854 (cf. H. 
Saunders, Bull. Soc. Zool. Fr. 1877, p. 188).—Epp. } 


